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Hua T'ung brought dessert. Po-chueh noticed some pastries
among the different dishes. He picked out one and put it in
his mouth. It melted away at once. It seemed like exquisite
dew falling upon his heart. "This is excellent/* he said.
"Oh, when it comes to eating, you know well enough how
to pick out something good/' Hsi-mSn said to him. "Your
sixth mother made those."	*
Po-chueh laughed. "To show her daughterly devotion to
me," he said. Then he said: "Uncle, won't you try one?"
picked one out and put it into Uncle Wu's mouth. He gave
one to Li Ming and Chgng F§ng.
While they were drinking, Po-chueh said to Tai An: "Go
to the inner court and tell the four little strumpets to come
here. I can do very well without them, but I want them to
sing for your uncle. He cannot stay much longer and, after
all, they have only sung one or two songs all day. It won't
do to let them off too lightly."
Tai An did not move. He said: "I did speak to them but
they are singing for the ladies now. Doubtless they will be
here in a few moments."	*
"When did you speak to them, you young rascal?" Ying
Po-chueh said. He told Wang Ching to go, but Wang Ching
paid no attention. "You won't go, won't you?" said Po-chueh.
"Then I will go myself." But, as he spoke, the scent of per-
fume came to them and they could hear laugliing voices.
The four singing-girls, with kerc&iefs on their heads, came in.
"What!" cried Po-chueh, "are you going without singing
for us? That's too much of a good thing! Your sedan-chairs
alone cost four ch'iens of silver, anc^for that money we could
buy Cjiiite a lot of rice, enough to keep your whole households
for a month."
"Brother," Graceful said, "if you think we can earn a living
so easily as all that, why don't you come and join us?"
"It is very late," Splendour said, "almost the second night-
watch. We really must go."
And Exquisite said: "We have to get up very early in the
morning to go to a funeral."
"Whose funeral?" said Po-chiieh.
"At a house where the doors open underneath the eaves,"
JExquisite replied.

